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LONDON, 1954 |.,./

WORKING ON HIS MEMOIRS, ARCHAEOLOGIST AND RETIRED BRIGADIER
MORTIMER WHEELER RECALLS THE TIME WHEN THE EIGHTH ARMY
ENCOUNTERED THE RUINS OF ROMAN NORTH AFRICA,

It was on the night of 19 January, on the summit of a stony
monticule behind Breviglieri, that the need first thrust itself
starkly on my consciousness...

N. AFRICA, 1943

down on the coastal plain lay the great Roman cities which must
now or shortly be battlefields in the main advance and
thereafter easy meat for any dog that came along.
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TrRIPOLI, 1943

RACING INTO TRIPOLI, WHEELER'S ANTI-AIRCRAFT GUNS ARE
THE FIRST TO BE INSTALLED, MANNED AND READY FOR ACTION.

Major J. B.

PERMISSION TO TAKE
SOME LEAVE TO
INSPECT THE ANCIENT
MONUMENTS?

GRANTED,
YOU HAVE
48 HOURS.

MANY OF THE ANCIENT CITIES HAD BEEN RESTORED TO AN
IMPRESSIVE STANDARD BY THE ITALIANS BEFORE THE WAR.

Now all these resurrected splendours were the playthings of
roving armies little less alien and indifferent than the Asturians
and Vandals in whose footsteps they trod.

IS IT THE
ITALIANS OR
THE GERMANS?

NEITHER, IT'S
THOSE DAMNED
ANTIPODEANS.
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WHAT WOULD IT
MATTER IF THE
WHOLE OF THESE
F1¥@%XRUINS
WERE PUSHED
INTO THE SEA?

WHAT DO YOU
THINK YOU'RE
DOING?

Yt:
OFFICIAL
BUSINESS.

AFTER STATIONING MILITARY POLICE TO GUARD THE RUINS
AND PERSUADING THE RAF TO MOVE THEIR RADAR ELSEWHERE,
WHEELER ASSEMBLES THE TROOPS TO GIVE THEM AN
IMPROMPTU LECTURE ON THE VALUE OF ANCIENT MONUMENTS.

DO YOU
HAVE ANY
IDEA WHAT

THESE RUINS
HAVE STOOD
FOR
MILLENNIA!

| SHOULD
STRING YOU
ALL UP BY YOUR
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LONDON, HOUSE
OF COMMONS, 1943
WHEN THE BRITISH FORCES
ADVANCED INTO LIBYA INTHE
AUTUMN OF 1942 IMMEDIATE
STEPS WERE TAKEN FOR THE
PRESERVATION OF ANY ARCH-
AEOLOGICAL MONUMENTS WHICH
MIGHT COME INTO OUR
POSSESSION DURING THE
COURSE OF THE OCCUPATION...

NO DAMAGE OF ANY
IMPORTANCE WAS DONE
TO THE RUINS AT
CYRENE, APOLLONIA,
PTOLEMAIDA OR TOCRA.

UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE FOR
WAR ARTHUR HENDERSON, MP

LONDON, 1954

Now let me make it clear... at the time of our advance
into Cyrenaica and Tripolitania in 1942 - 43 no steps of any
kind had been taken by our military authorities to safeguard
museums, records, works of art, ‘monuments’.

/\Wamﬁmhmmixmmwé.\

ADAPTED FROM:

WHEELER, R.E.M. 1955. STILL DIGGING: INTERLEAVES FROM AN ANTIQUARY'S
NOTEBOOK. LONDON: MICHAEL JOSEPH.
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